
REPORT OF GENDER SENSITIZATION CELL FOR 2014-15 

The Gender Sensitization Cell has Dr. Padma Baliga, and Prof. Maria David as the staff co-ordinators.  

The GSC works closely with the Anti-Sexual Harassment Committee which has as its members, Dr. 

Padma Baliga, Dr, Vanitha N., Dr. Shobha, Dr. Vijayakumari, Prof. Maria David, Prof. Nirmal Das and 

Prof Rajendra Y. 

This year, it was decided to enroll students as members and accordingly, a Membership Drive was 

undertaken in June and around 30 members enrolled. The following were elected as Office-Bearers: 

President: Ann Thomas, II MA (Eng) 

Vice-President:  Persis Michael, II MA (Eng) 

Secretary: Deborah Mangsiannuam (III EPS) 

Treasurer: Arya Namboothiripad (II IES) 

Press Secretary: Madhuri P. II MA (Eng) 

The objectives of the association are: to develop sensitivity among students in perceiving existing  

gender  issues and inequalities and to deepen students’ understanding on how and why women’s rights 

are human rights. 

Activities of the Year: 

1. We got the ball rolling with our inaugural event on July 25 with a presentation on the ‘Need and 

Importance of Gender Senstization’ by  Ms. Mercy Kappen, the Programme Director at Visthar, 

a non-formal Academy for Justice and Peace Studies located in Bangalore. Ms. Kappen used 

videos, statistical data, and positions of law to point out existing gender biases and inequalities 

in Indian Society.  

2. We organized a talk on ‘Issues of Transgender  Community’ on 15th September 2014, in 

association with Social Zest. Prof.  Latha Paul of the Social Work Department of St. Joseph’s 

College  spoke about the problems faced by the Transgender Community in detail.  She also put 

forward certain recorded cases of such individuals sharing their feelings about being subjected 

to various discriminations in society. 

3. Since the UGC wants every student and staff member to undergo a mandatory Gender 

Sensitization programme, we undertook the responsibility for this along with the Anti-Sexual 

Harassment Committee and the Student Council.  

4. On  September 20, 2014,  and a session for the staff on October 9 and 10, 2014, a talk on  

“Sexual Harassment: A Rights Issue” was organized for ALL the students of I, II and III B.Sc and 

BCA. Sri. Manohar of SICHREM, Bangalore made an excellent presentation and also addressed 

students’ questions.  



5. Similarly, a talk by Sri Manohar on the same topic was organized for ALL the teaching staff on 

October 10, 2014. 

6. On January 28, 2015, Ms. Srajana Kaikini, an independent curator and writer addressed our 

students on museumatization of constructs of the nation and of gender. Her presentation 

reminded us of the ways in which museums can reiterate unequal power relationships between 

margin and centre. 

7. Mr. Danish Sheikh of Alternative Law Forum spoke to our students on ‘A Legal Understanding of 

the Transgender Identity in India’ on January 30, 2015.  

8. March 9, 2015 witnessed a celebration of International Women’s Day. The theme this year was 

‘Celebrate the woman in you!’ An exhibition and a talk and some performances were part of the 

programme. Students also cross-dressed to understand the implications of gender. 

9. The Anti Sexual Harassment Committee was approached by four students/staff members this 

year with complaints against other students/staff members. All the cases were investigated 

and reported to the Principal and the matter was resolved.  
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